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THE WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HERBARIUM
The new Western Australian
Herbarium building opened on
March 5, 1970, provides for the
first time, ideal storage conditions for the State's priceless
collection of plants, and adequate facilities for botanists to
study them.
The Herbarium was established in 1928, when the late
Mr. C. A. Gardner was appointed to the new position of
Government Botanist
and
Curator of the State Herbarium.
The unique character of
Western Australia's flora has
attracted world-wide interest
and the State needed a single
herbarium recognised by the
herbaria of the world. This
will ensure safe storage of
specimens and encourage exchange of material with other
countries. Facilities are also
needed for effective study and
identification of the indigenous
flora.
The New

Herbarium

When the State Herbarium
moved from the old Observatory buildings to the Department of Agriculture buildings
at South Perth in 1958 it was
realised that the space available provided for only about 10
years' growth, after which new
quarters would be needed. Also
the buildings were not designed
to house a herbarium and complete protection from fire and
insect attack could not be
guaranteed.
The new Herbarium is located
in the Collier pine plantation,

South Perth, close to the Department of Agriculture complex and the Forests Department's Como offices.
The basement contains preparation and storage rooms
where incoming specimens are
received, fumigated and eventually mounted. Space is also
provided for the "wet" collection (material kept in spirit),
and for duplicate specimens
which are sent to herbaria all
over the world.
On the ground floor are a
library, conference
room,
anatomy-cytology laboratory,
and ecologist's room and working space for the 20 to 30 visiting botanists who come to the
Herbarium each year.
The botanists' rooms and
the herbarium vaults are on the
first floor. The two vaults are
windowless and air-conditioned.
Each vault has its own firedetecting and carbon dioxide
fire-fighting systems which together ensure the best possible
protection for the specimens.
When necessary the vaults can
be sealed off and fumigated for
pest control.
At present more than 100,000
specimens are held in the Herbarium. Most are of Western
Australian origin, but there is
an increasing representation
of Eastern States' flora, as well
as a collection of cultivated
species.
Sufficient space is available
for about 15 years' increase.
A separate Reference Herbarium is being assembled

One of the main Herbarium wings.

Curator of the Western Australian
Herbarium, Mr. R. D. Royce, examines
a type specimen of Verticordia plumosa
collected by James Drummond, Western
Australia's first Government Botanist,
about 1840.

which will contain one sheet of
each species found in Western
Australia. This will be used as
a working collection for the
routine identification of plant
material.
The Herbarium staff includes
nine professional botanists.
Five taxonomic botanists are
directing their research towards
writing parts of a projected
Flora of Western Australia. As
the correct naming of botanical
specimens is vital to any
science associated with botany,
their research is of fundamental importance.
Routine identification of
plants is another important activity and each year about
11,000 specimens are submitted
by various institutions and the
public.
In the field of agricultural
botany, the Herbarium provides a service to farmers by
identifying and advising on
poison plants and weeds of
agricultural importance. Poison
plant research is carried out in
co-operation with the Department of Agriculture's Animal
Health Laboratory.
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